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Get Ready for “Show and Telescope”
this Coming April!

It’s back! In April, Rasc Vancouver Centre will be hosting another
“Show and Telescope” session for the member meeting, in person at
SFU Burnaby campus.

This is a wonderful hands-on opportunity to:

* Find out more about your new telescope—bring it along and
ask questions!

* Learn about the different types of telescopes from members
who have them, and who are willing to share tips and tricks for
using them.

e Talk to fellow members and council and find out more about
your RASC Vancouver Centre events and opportunities.

Watch for the Meetup invitation and email to members in April.
Hope to see you there!

MARCH 19 SFU | APRIL 9 SFU | MAY 14 SFU
Our Paul Sykes lecture: Jennie King | Our annual “Show and Telescope”|Our own Kai Hui will be our May
& James Tauber: Exploring Our Hori- | presentation. See Meetup for room | speaker. See Meetup for further de-

zons: Working with NASA Data. Room | info an further details. tails closer to the event.

ETA 3181. See Meetup for detail§- | ) SFU SFU
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IC 342 by Phil Lobo

IC 342, sometimes known as the “Hidden Galaxy,” is a face-on spiral galaxy in the constellation of Camelopardalis. It is located only 10
degrees above the plane of the Milky Way which results in it being partly obscured by dust from our galaxy. IC 342 is magnitude 8.4 and is
21 x 21 arcminutes apparent size. If IC 342 were not obscured, it would be one of the brightest galaxies in the sky and might be about 2.4
magnitudes brighter, and possibly visible to the naked eye.

Extinction by intervening dust and its face-on orientation contribute to this galaxy’s low surface brightness. The “RASC Observer’s Handbook”
lists IC 342 as a Deep Sky Challenge Object and describes it as a “large and diffuse face-on spiral.” It was officially discovered in 1892 by
William Frederick Denning with a 10-inch reflector but was apparently seen by Edward Barnard in 1890 and noted in the logbook of the Lick
Observatory, but Barnard did not publish the discovery. (8-inch £3.9 Newtonian, 84 minutes total integration, Merritt Star Quest)
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President’s Message

Fellow stargazers,

If you've been paying atten-
tion to the sky lately, you’ll
know we’ve had a handful of
genuinely clear nights. Un-
fortunately, the clouds rolled
in right on cue for the total
lunar eclipse on March 3rd,
denying us the Blood Moon.
Classic Vancouver. But those

About RASC

The RASC Vancouver Centre meets at 7:30
PM on the second Thursday of every month at
SFU’'s Burnaby campus (see map on page 4).
Guests are always welcome. In addition, the
Centre has an observing site where star parties
are regularly scheduled.

Membership is currently $114.00 per year
($71.10 for persons under 21 years of age;
family memberships also available) and can
be obtained online, at a meeting, or by writing

scattered clear evenings were
a reminder that you need to
be ready when the observing
opportunities do show up.
While it’s raining we have
time to plan and prepare.
Considering a
scope and want to learn more
about different setups? Next

Show and Tell-

new tele-

month is

to the Treasurer at the address below. Annual
membership includes the invaluable Observer’s
Handbook, six issues of the RASC Journal, and,
of course, access to all of the club events and
projects.

For more information regarding the Centre
and its activities, please contact our PR. Director.

NOVA, the newsletter of the Vancouver
Centre, RASC, is published on odd-numbered
months. Opinions expressed herein are not nec-

2026 Vancouver GCentre Officers

Nolan Smith
president@rasc-vancouver.com
Vice-President Kyle Dally

Vp@rasc-vancouver.com

Marla Daskis
secretary@rasc-vancouver.com
Phil Lobo
treasurer@rasc-vancouver.com
Kai Hui
national@rasc-vancouver.com
William Fearon
library@rasc-vancouver.com
Public Relations Andrew Ferreira
publicrelations@rasc-vancouver.com

President

Secretary
Treasurer
National Rep.

Librarian

Library

The centre has a large library of books,
magazines and old NOVAs for your enjoy-
ment. Please take advantage of this club
service and visit often to check out the new
purchases. Suggestions for future library
acquisitions are appreciated.
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LPA Leigh Cummings
Ipa@rasc-vancouver.com
Dir. of Telescopes Rick Schneider
telescopes@rasc-vancouver.com
Vacant
observing@rasc-vancouver.com
Membership Marla Daskis
membership@rasc-vancouver.com

Events Coordinators Suzanna Nagy, Norry Dogan
events@rasc-vancouver.com
Vacant
education@rasc-vancouver.com
Alan Jones
observatory@rasc-vancouver.com

Observing

Education

VRO

On the Internet

rasc-vancouver.com
astronomy.meetup.com/131/
www.facebook.com/RASC.Van
www.instagram.com/rascvancouver/
@rascvancouver.bsky.social
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by Nolan Smith

escope, where members will
bring in our scopes for an in-
teractive observing gear dis-
cussion!

Looking ahead for telescop-
ic viewing, Mercury reaches
its greatest western clonga-
tion on April 3rd, making it
a fine ecarly-morning target.

continued on page 5

essarily those of the Vancouver Centre.

Material on any aspect of astronomy should
be e-mailed to the editor or mailed to the ad-
dress below.

Remember, you are always welcome to at-
tend meetings of Council, held on the first Thurs-
day of every month at 7:30pm via Zoom. Please
contact a council member if you would like to
attend a council meeting.

Merchandise Kyle Dally
merchandise@rasc-vancouver.com
Webmaster Martin Curic
webmaster@rasc-vancouver.com

NOVA Editor Gordon Farrell
novaeditor@rasc-vancouver.com
Andrew Ferreira
speakers@rasc-vancouver.com
Imaging Rick Schneider, Marla Daskis, Alan Jones
imaging@rasc-vancouver.com

Past President Robert Conrad
At Large Michael Levy, Rob Lyons, Tyler Palmer

Speakers

Mailing Address
RASGC Vancouver Centre
PO Box 89608
9000 University High Street
Burnaby, B.C.
V5A 4Y0
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Map to Meeting Site

Imaging Group News

Meetings and Presentations

Our March meeting fell on
the same day as the Paul Sykes
lecture at SFU so we will be
working on an in-person
meeting for April—watch for
an email with details!
Bart Adrian

resented “Projects for the
p )

In January,
Astrophotographer: consid-
erations for setup optimiza-
tion.” In February, the meet-
ing was a discussion session
PixInsight tools,
Weighted Batch Preprocess-
ing and Multiscale Adaptive
Stretch. Both of the meetings
were recorded and are avail-

on two

able for imaging group mem-
bers to access from the RASC
Google Drive.

Also in January, Tyler Palm-
er started a WhatsApp chat
for the Imaging Group. If you
are 2 member of the Imaging
Group, consider joining the
chat!

Trottier Telescope Access

There have been a couple of
sessions at the Trottier tele-
scope, where Alan, Rick and
Marla got data for the Wizard
Nebula and a section of the
Heart Nebula. You can see the
images in this newsletter. We
also learned about overscan
on the Trottier observatory
camera—this means that all
images and calibration frames
must be cropped before pro-
cessing in order to get them
to work.

As always, we are still look-
ing for interested members to
attend Trottier image capture
Zoom sessions on clear Tues-
day evenings. Please contact
the imaging group email and
we will follow up with more
information. Having a reli-
able group able to attend
Tuesday evening sessions en-
sures our opportunities to ac-
cess this world-class telescope

Our March meeting is in room
ETA 3181 of the East Theatre
Annex, near the southeast corner
of the Academic Quadrangle and
next to the cafeteria, as indicated
by the arrow on the map.

Pay parking is available at sev-
eral locations located around
campus (indicated as “P” on the
map).

by Marla Daskis

Imaging Group Meetings:

« 3rd Thursday of every month

* Quarterly In-Person at SFU

« Contact Imaging@rasc-
vancouver.com to be added to
email list for invites.

Benefits:
Like-minded people to share

with
Range of skills from beginner
to expert
Active WhatsApp group chat
Access to world-class imaging
equipment

» Member viewing at VRO

Please note: You must be a RASC Vancou-
ver member to join the imaging group.

continue.

What’s happening at the VRO?

An anonymous
tor has generously made a
large donation towards im-
provements at the VRO with

benefac-
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the RAsc Vancouver council
matching the donation. These
funds will be used to make the
facility more inviting, com-
fortable and usable for mem-
bers and visitors, enable and
enhance visual observing op-
portunities with the telescope
and grounds, and improve se-
curity and storage on site.
Work
reliable remote access to the
vRO. Data for the Crab Neb-
ula was obtained during a

continues enabling

couple of remote sessions at
the vRo (image is included
later in this newsletter). The
remote sessions helped us
identify some hardware and
configuration issues that are
being addressed.

On-site visits are focused
on getting the remote-start
generator installed and work-
ing, and insulating the office
space to make it more com-

fortable.
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Membership has its Privileges!

Are you tired of looking at the same
objects again and again (planets, moon,
etc.)? Is your telescope collecting dust
because it's hard to locate deep sky
objects? Would you like to bring your
observing to a stellar level? Our observ-
ing director leads the Vancouver RASC

observing group and invites you to join
by sending an email at observing@rasc-
vancouver.com. Some of the benefits of
belonging to this group include:

e Hands on training on how to operate
the SFU Trottier observatory
e Weekly observing sessions at the ob-

servatory or at dark sky locations
One-one-one coaching on how to lo-
cate thousands of objects in the night
sky

Attend small interactive seminars on a
range of topics including failsafe star-
hopping, charting challenging objects
and understanding the motions of the
€OSMOS

Learn to make your telescope dance
by locating objects such as asteroids,
nova, and supernovae

Spectroscopy and imaging training
from Howard Trottier and an oppor-
tunity to collaborate on observatory

continued from page 3
Galaxy season is approach-

ing, and the late spring and
those
who’ve done their homework.

summer skies reward
Robert Conrad’s observation-
al astronomy resources on
our Google Drive folder are
a great refresher on star-hop-
ping and session planning.
The Virgo Cluster won’t find
itself.

For non-observing events, I
wanted to highlight the sFu
Science Rendezvous / Astron-
omy Day on Saturday, May
9th from 11:00am-3:30pm.
With many interactive fun
and exhibirts,
It’s great for kids and adults
alike!

Even further ahead, regis-
tration is open for the 2026
Nahatlatch Valley Star Party!
Sign up if you haven’t already.

Clear skies,

Nolan Smith — President %

educational

research projects

e Updates on observable sky events
happening during the week like aster-
oid/comet/deep sky conjunctions

e Access to observing guides and lists
that Robert Conrad created that took
hundreds of hours to create and will
help with planning observing sessions

e Knowledge and expertise from other
observing group members

e Learn how to quickly and efficiently
find and star-hop to deep sky objects
using a range of binoculars and tele-
Scopes
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Upcoming Events

September May December
5-12 — Nahatlatch Valley Star Party 9 — SFU Science Rendezvous/Astronomy 10 —AGM
Day

Imaging Group Gallery

The Wizard Nebula from the Trottier Observatory (top, facing page)
by Alan Jones, Marla Daskis, and Rick Schneider

The Heart Nebula from the Trottier Observatory (bottom, facing page)
by Alan Jones, Marla Daskis, and Rick Schneider

The Crab Nebula (M1) from the VRO (below)
by Alan Jones, Marla Daskis, Bart Adrian, and Rick Schneider
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IC 410 - The Tadpole Nebula by Mark Germani

IC 410 is an area of emission nebulosity surrounding NGC 1893, an open cluster of stars in Auriga. Originally imaged in Ha/Olll and RGB (for
stars) last winter, | have since added SlI data with an SII/Olll filter to showcase an extra dimension of the emission nebulosity. The final image
consists of 8 hours each Ha/Olll and SII/Olll and 1 hour RGB, and is presented in the ForaxX palette.

For more information on this image, you can view it on Astrobin at https://app.astrobin.com/i/ujlgdx.



https://app.astrobin.com/i/ujlq5x

